DECEMBER 2016

 “Striving to be the church of Jesus Christ Where Every Member is a Minister”
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LADIES: You are invited to a Christmas Party on Saturday, December 10 beginning at 10 a.m. with an inspiring Christmas message based on Romans 15:13 from Rev. Dodi McIntyre of Creekside Chapel.   After worship, we’ll gather to sing a few carols, enjoy a holiday brunch and fellowship time, fun and door prizes!   The cost is FREE but reservations are required by Sunday, December 4.   Tickets are available in the Church Office.  We are also asking everyone to bring a dozen HOMEMADE Christmas Cookies or some Christmas Candy as a donation to Gift Trays for our Emergency Response Professionals in Olean.

Join us as we “Adore Him” and celebrate this special season!!  Be sure to get your ticket SOON!.  This event is open to the public --- Come and bring your friends!!

This year the ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 
and  BIRTHDAY PARTY for Jesus will be held on December 18 in Fellowship Hall during the Sunday School hour. Our birthday presents to Jesus will 
benefit the Genesis House and the Southern Tier Pregnancy Center. Gift suggestions include: instant potatoes, stuffing, can openers, coffee, spices, and pillows.  Baby bottles to fill with spare change benefitting the Pregnancy Center are available in the church lobby. Please bring your unwrapped gifts to
the Birthday Party for Jesus.
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Since Christmas Eve is a time for music, there will be a special 15-minute instrumental prelude before the service, beginning at 6:45 pm.  This will give you an opportunity to stop and reflect in the midst of all hustle and bustle of the holiday.

The Senior Choir will present the cantata “O Holy Night” and the In One A'Chord Handbell Choir will present Christmas anthems.  
A wonderful First Baptist tradition continues at the close of the service as we share the light of the Christ Candle by passing it to all individuals throughout the sanctuary while we sing “Silent Night”.  This service will fill your heart and encourage your spirit. You’ll want to invite your family and friends!!
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Donations for the flowers and decorations for the sanctuary will be received in the church office until December 11.  Please indicate, along with your check, who you would like to have honored or remembered.  Plants will be delivered to our shut-in/home-bound members early in the Advent Season so they can enjoy them during the days leading up to Christmas.

            A donation of $10 per plant is suggested.           
ANNUAL REPORTS DUE

Please note that all annual reports from staff members, boards and committees are due in the church office by DECEMBER 30 to allow adequate time to prepare the annual report.  Electronic submissions are appreciated!  Reports received after this date will not appear in the full report.

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETINGS
The Annual Meetings of our church will take place on December 4 and January 15.  The December Congregational/Corporate meeting will be held in the sanctuary immediately following the 9:30 worship service.  The purpose of this meeting is the election of officers, boards and committees for 2016.  Fellowship Time will be held after the meeting. The January Corporate meeting will review the annual reports from 2016 and enact a budget for 2017.  Church members are expected to attend both meetings.
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The Christmas offering this year will be dedicated to the Olean General Hospital Chaplaincy Program and to the Bethlehem Parents School and Orphanage in Uganda for their food supply.
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RADIO MINISTRY
If you would like to be a part of this important ministry at Olean First Baptist by sponsoring a $55 radio broadcast in 2017, please telephone the church office at 372-5151 for available dates.  This is such a nice way to honor or remember someone on a 
special occasion.
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ARTICLES AND INFORMATION FOR THE 

JANUARY/FEBRUARY

ISSUE OF

AT FIRST BAPTIST

ARE DUE TO THE

CHURCH OFFICE BY DEC. 8
JOIN US FOR AN EVENING        OF CHRISTMAS CAROLING
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Help us to make this holiday season a little more special for our homebound members by joining us for an evening of Christmas Caroling on Sunday, December 4.  We will gather at the church at 6:00 and divide into groups that will carpool to the homes and care facilities on our homebound list.  Then we will meet back at the church at 8:00 for cookies and hot cocoa and devotions together.  Don’t miss this great outreach opportunity!

OH COME ALL YE FAITHFUL!!!
The article provides a status report on our annual Stewardship Campaign.  As of Sunday, November 13th, 51 of the 109 pledge cards issued had been returned.  Pledges to the various funds are as follows:   
	Fund
	Amount Pledged
	Goal
	Percentage

	General Fund
	$92,878
	$148,000
	63%

	Mission Fund
	$17,330
	$24,000
	72%

	Capital Expense Fund
	$8,430
	$94,000
	9%


 
As you can see, we are well short of our goals for each of the funds.  To be clear, it is very important that we meet the goals for the General and Mission Funds.  Those funds are needed to continue our current programs and ministries in 2017.  The Capital Expense Fund was set up to address longer-term concerns like a new roof, sanctuary modifications and the like.  We do not need to meet that goal this year.  However, if we don’t meet the General Fund and Mission Fund goals, the Board of Trustees and the Board of Christian Missions will have to make some difficult decision on where to cut spending. Therefore, we are calling upon the faithful in our church to prayerfully consider your giving plans for 2017 and get your pledge card submitted.  “Oh come let us adore him” by helping Olean First Baptist Church to do His work in our community through your support of our annual pledge campaign.   
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REMEMBER:

Retirees Christmas Party
With Pastor Dan

Monday, Dec. 5 @ Noon

Sign up by Nov. 30
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December 21st is the longest night of the year. To the homeless person, it can be lonely and scary. Please help brighten our area by joining our  Annual Luminaria Sale to benefit the work of Genesis House. Kits are $10 and include 10 bags, 10 votive candles, sand, and directions. Also available are T-Shirts…green color with black inscription and adorned with the Genesis House logo for $12.  Please contact Donna DeLong @ 557-8323 or the Church office. Orders are due by Dec 1.
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VACATION BIBLE CHRISTMAS

MONDAY, DECEMBER 26
9 A.M. – 5 P.M.

FELLOWSHIP HALL

AGES 5 – 12 yrs.

FUN, CRAFTS, SPORTS!!

BREAKFAST &

LUNCH PROVIDED

MAKE YOUR NEW YEAR’S EVE PLANS EARLY!!

On Saturday evening, December 31st, a wonderful tradition continues as the community joins us for the Annual New Year’s Eve Concert at 7 pm in our sanctuary.  Each year the music varies,                                     but the outcome remains the same....A thoroughly enjoyable evening filled with the beauty of music.  Although the entire line-up has not yet been confirmed, we will be enjoying vocal and instrumental selections by some of the area’s finest musicians.  Plan other celebrations around this event, because this is an evening you will not want to miss!!

The Family of God

LOVE AND SYMPATHY  to Geoff and Cheri O’Dell and their family on the passing of Geoff’s brother, John O’Dell, on November 14; and to Frank and Pat Sherry on the loss of Frank’s brother, Ken Sherry, on November 14.  
CONGRATULATIONS…..

To PASTOR DAN AND TERRI on the birth of their first grandchild, Arius Rihan Javed, at 1:30 am on Saturday, November 12.  Arius weighed 8# 9 oz. at birth.  Alfonse and Sarah Javed are his proud parents.  
DIRECTORY CHANGES

Leroy and Victoria Lovell
132 N. Union St.  Apt 416

Olean, NY  14760

Leroy: 716-258-2291

Victoria: 585-981-0184

Thank You……
Thank you for all of the cards and calls during my recent hospitalization.  Your thoughtfulness is appreciated.      Bud Fortner
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“Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.  For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.”  (Luke 2:10-11)

The First Christmas gift was also the best – a Savior.  Through Jesus’ birth and death and resurrection, He reconciled God and man.  We no longer have to stagger under the burden of guilt and shame.  Our hearts can be clear, because Jesus paid the penalty for our sins.  We can be forgiven if we repent and believe in Him.  God’s love overcomes hatred and evil, and enables us to love one another.  His kindness to us inspires us to be kind to one another.  When we are grateful for His forgiveness, we are moved to forgive others.  This spirit of love and kindness and forgiveness lasts not only for the Christmas season, but all lifelong for those who have accepted God’s gift.  

This year as you give gifts to others, remember God’s greatest gift of all – Jesus.  His love allows us to “share in the song of the angels, the gladness of the shepherds, and the worship of the wise men.”  -- Christin Ditchfield
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THE PERIL OF SHUTTING JESUS OUT

“And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn” (Luke 2:7).


Some have been critical of the innkeeper in Bethlehem because he turned away the Holy Family and they were compelled to find shelter in a stable. Some have been sympathetic toward the innkeeper because he was deprived of the privilege of providing a place for the birth of the Christ child because all of the space available had already been occupied when Joseph and Mary arrived.  Many sermons have been preached on the text, “There was no room for them in the inn.”


Have you ever considered the possibility that we are more guilty of shutting the Christ out than was the innkeeper in Bethlehem?


John's Gospel declares that Christ came to His own, and His own received Him not (John 1:11). The Jewish nation rejected Him as the Messiah, and in so doing they excluded themselves from the great redemptive activity of God in the world.  Thus the church became the chosen instrument by which God would make His ways know to the world.


In Revelation 2 and 3 there are seven letters written to the churches. They conclude with the pathetic picture of the Christ on the outside standing at the door knocking and requesting to get in.


Have you shut Christ out of your life?  Have we shut Christ out of our church?  Many of us do so without realizing it.

I.  Have you shut Jesus out by a lack of faith in His promises?


There are hundreds of promises that we are to claim, but let me just mention two. “Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world” (Mat.28:20). “For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them” (Mat.18:20). When you come to church, do you expect the presence and power of God to be there?  A power to touch you, change you and bless you.  If you do not come expecting Him you will probably miss Him. By your preoccupation with your own affairs, you will miss an experience with Him who conquered death and the grave. Rather than thinking upon the problems and responsibilities that you will be facing on Monday, give them over to the only who has the strength and wisdom to deal with them correctly: our Lord Jesus Christ.

II.  Have you shut Jesus out by cultivating a critical spirit toward others?


Fellowship with Christian friends is invaluable. If you choose to come and go without any contact with others, you are missing a great part of worship. Yet, if our primary emphasis in on knowing people, we may miss the presence of God.  If we permit a critical spirit toward the frailties and shortcomings of others to capture our minds, then our worship experience will be short-circuited.  The moment we begin to exercise a critical attitude we cease to worship and we isolate ourselves from the Christ who wishes to commune with us. For Christ will speak in the spirit of love.

III.  Have you shut Jesus out by irreverence?


We must choose to center out thoughts and heart upon God and His will for our lives if we are to truly enter into worship with Him.  It is impossible for us to chat with others and at the same time hear what the living Lord would say to our hearts. Worship, while it might take place in a crowd of people, is a very personal and private thing.  Only as we have a reverent, trusting, responsive heart can we enter the throne room of God or can we let the Christ come into our heart with all of His fullness.


During this Christmas season each of us should be very certain that we are allowing Christ to occupy the place that rightfully belongs to Him in our life.  We need to avoid the possibility of following in the footsteps of the innkeeper.


~Pastor Millard
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During the upcoming Holiday season, remember the special blessing of our home-bound members and friends. Take time to make their holidays special with a visit, card, or phone call.
Jim Bartlett: 350 Front St.  #202  Olean

Diane Buckley: 2610 McCann Hollow Rd; Olean

372-5686

Jim Clark: 1672 Olean-Portville Rd; Olean

413-923-8344

Louise Croft: 1304 Old Rock City Rd; Olean  

372-7764

Mary Anne Kirkpatrick:  200 Jefferson Ave.; Allegany   373-0443

Jim Molyneaux  05B3258

CCF-Main     P.O. Box 2001

Dannemora, NY  12929-2001

Helen Smith:  350 Front St.  #206  Olean  372-3310

Marian Voigt: 1120 Promised Land Rd.; Olean    372-1180

Ken Wallace: 1229 Plum St.; Olean  372-6090

Harriett Wilday:  2744 Olean-Hinsdale Rd.

Olean  372-7917 
	ABSOLUT-SALAMANCA
	ECMC LT CARE

	Bruce Dodge
	Dave Hollander

	
	

	ABSOLUT-ALLEGANY
	THE PINES 

	Gen Rinus
	Vi Eddy

	Janyce Phielschiefter*
	Bud Fortner

	Peggy Ertell*
	Kevin Hanchett*

	Wayne Skinner*
	David Ross*

	
	

	BROOKDALE-JAMESTOWN
	EDEN HEIGHTS
Ethel Hopkins

	Gladys Hirsch
	Marie Johnson*


THE VALUE OF 
SUNDAY SCHOOL

 “In 1 Corinthians 14:20 Paul writes, “Brethren, do not be children in understanding; however, in malice be babes, but in understanding be mature.”  As Paul notes, it is the responsibility of every adult Christian to grow in their thinking about God.  A weekly sermon can help further such growth.  But a sermon has limited value, since it is more of a lecture, rather than a time when questions can be asked and answered.  I wonder if there are weeks when I am speaking from the pulpit on Sunday morning that someone wishes he/she could raise their hand in the middle of the sermon and ask a question.  As a pastor I would love such a format – but I am in no way suggesting we move to that model.  If we made that part of our weekly practice, and multiple people asked questions, it would significantly lengthen the sermon! But the benefit would be that people grow in their faith and would have their questions answered.

This is why I believe in the value of a robust Sunday School.  It is a place for a different type of learning; a place where questions can be asked and answered.  This is true for adults and children.  Sunday School teachers may have an impact on children that can be life changing, and can affirm the things their parents have been modeling and teaching them at home.  I know of many people who have come to personal faith in Christ through the ministry of a Sunday School teacher. 

My heart’s desire is that as a church we grow deep in the knowledge of God’s Word.  After all, He wrote it for us!  He wrote it so we could know Him better and so we could live prosperous lives of joy that would please Him.  With these things in mind, I am asking that each of us – regardless of your station in life – would consider giving Sunday School another look.  If you have children, I urge you to bring them to take part in this important (and often life-changing) ministry.”  By Pastor Dennis Stack, Cuba FBC

At Olean FBC, we have 2 adult classes: The Builders Class led by David Torrey and The Seekers Class led by Carol Molyneaux and Jim Sorokes.  In both classes, you can ask questions to your heart’s content….but you won’t be put “on the spot” and asked to read aloud having to pronounce difficult names and places!!  We also have classes for children of all ages that will help them grow in their knowledge of God.  If you haven’t been attending Sunday School, give it a try!  
          You’ll be glad you did…and so will we!!
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From the Pastors Heart…
There is something ironic about the Christmas season as we celebrate it.  I’m not sure when the value of tradition is more important to us than during these weeks. 


For some people the most important traditions involve gift giving and how it is done.  For others there are certain foods that need to be a part of this season (egg nog, your favorite cookies, clam chowder on Christmas Eve, etc.)  For many of us Christmas just doesn’t seem complete without viewing our favorite holiday movie or television show.  I still love to watch the animated Claymation of Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer that first aired when I was a little boy.  Shows like “It’s a Wonderful Life” and “A Christmas Story” also float my boat.  How about you?


What a shame it would be though if those were the only traditions that mattered to us.  Did you know that the movement to make Christmas a national holiday was highly controversial?  Congress proclaimed it and President Ulysses S. Grant signed the bill in 1870.  Before that it was strictly a religious observance.  Many Christians fought against this out of fear that the holiday would be corrupted by commercialism.  (Gee, I wonder where they got that idea?)


For those of us who have been raised and grounded in the Christian faith, the holiday would not be complete without the singing of Christmas Carols, the reenactment of the nativity by children, and by worship on Christmas Eve or Christmas morning.  (By the way you can do BOTH this Christmas since Christmas morning falls on a Sunday!) 


I have often spoken fondly of the tradition I inherited in my last church in Medina, NY where they gather every Christmas morning at 7 am to sing carols, read scriptures related to Christmas and maybe a poem or some other dramatic reading, listen to the choir and praise team sing and then have breakfast together.  Many parents bring their kids in their pajamas.  They might let them open their stockings before church.  After breakfast the young families go home to continue the gift giving festivities (at 9:00 or so) and the older members stay to clean up.  I can’t tell you how meaningful that tradition became to our family.


The irony of all of this is that when you think about it, tradition is nowhere near the core meaning of Christmas!  If the birth of the Christ child was about anything, it was about change!  It was about the fulfillment of the past and the introduction of an entirely new way of life and thinking.


Before Jesus, God’s people relied entirely on obedience to the laws God handed down through the prophets and by the sacrifices of atonement they offered after they failed to perfectly uphold those teachings.


Before Jesus, God was perceived to be a distant taskmaster and judge, not a loving Father and constant companion and guide.  


Before Jesus, faith was a matter of rituals, sacrifices and fear rather than freedom, celebration and love.


Jesus introduced a radical new ideology and perspective on who God is and how He relates to His creation and those who follow Him. 


Perhaps that is why God chose to bring His Son and our Savior into the world in such a miraculously surprising way!  The virgin birth… The proclamation of the angels… The trek of the Magi… The humble circumstances surrounding His birth in the stable…  These are mind-blowing things to contemplate.


If we were to form a committee to celebrate the greatest honor we could ever receive: the gift of God’s only Son and the Savior of humankind…  Could you imagine that those events would be on our agenda?  Let’s invite the smelly shepherds from their fields!  Let’s do it in a barn with all the cattle still present!  Let’s get the king to go after the guest of honor in a vicious vendetta!


Hardly.  But God did it that way to shake us awake to the fact that He is not who we thought He was!  He doesn’t favor the high and mighty, His favor rests on the poor and lowly.  His heart has always been with the shepherds and blue collar people of the world.  Why else would he call a shepherd boy to be the greatest kind in the history of His people?  Why would he call a carpenter to raise His only Son?


So I am encouraging you to get outside your traditions this year.  Do something you’ve never done before in the true spirit of Christmas!  Ring the bells for the Salvation Army! Help out at the St. Mary’s Christmas dinner!  Come Christmas caroling with us on December 4th!  Sing in the choir cantata! Come to church on Christmas morning!  O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!
 
                              Pastor Dan
 “In everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.”

1 Thessalonians 5:18

This culture of gratitude – where spiritual leaders give thanks for the church’s fellowship and God’s followers give thanks for ministers’ and missionaries’ spiritual guidance – is deeply ingrained in the Christian faith.

Since the mid-1930s, American Baptist congregations have received a Communion Fellowship Offering on the first Sunday of each month to support needy and elderly clergy within their churches.  In 1948, churches began donating to the November Communion Fellowship Offering, providing financial assistance to the denominations’ elderly ministers, missionaries and their widowed spouses.  In 1977, American Baptist Churches USA officially launched the Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering (RMMO) to continue this tradition of thankfulness.  Since 1980, MMBB has sent “Thank You” checks drawn directly from the MMBB endowment to eligible retired lay church employees.

The Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering commemorates the anonymous gift in 1981 of a Vietnamese refugee woman worshipping with the First Chinese Baptist Church of Fresno, California.  Not knowing the full intent of the offering, but understanding the words “thank you” printed on the offering envelope, she slipped off her wristwatch, her only possession of value, and placed it in the envelope.

The Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering is a personal offering, one rooted in thanks for the countless ways ministers and missionaries guide each member of the church along their spiritual journey.  It provides a tangible way for American Baptists congregations, to say “Thank you for …” the commitment, service and spiritual guidance of retired ministers, missionaries and their widowed spouses.  The offering supports those who have devoted their lives to God’s service by providing emergency assistance in their times of need and, for those eligible, a “Thank You” check at the end of each year.  

During the month of December our congregation will receive the Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering. Please help us remember the denomination’s retired faithful servants with love and gratitude.  This is our chance to say……
Thank You!
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A Christmas Prayer
Loving Father, help us remember the birth of Jesus, that we may share in the song of the angels, the gladness of the shepherds, and the worship of the wise men.

Close the door of hate and open the door of love all over the world.  Let kindness come with every gift and good desires with every greeting.  Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings, and teach us to be merry with clear hearts.

May the Christmas morning make us happy to be Thy children, and the Christmas evening bring us to our beds with grateful thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus’ sake.

Amen

Robert Louis Stevenson

(1850-1894)
DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

1
Hope Collins


Millard Cook

8
Dave Taylor


Mary Wichert

10
Xavier Laverty

11
Shawn VanBrunt


Jack Ellis

12
Jim Molyneaux


Jerry Reynolds


Harriett Wilday


Marcie Rust

13
Sandy Schultz

14
Alan Schultz-Cone

15
Bambi Farris


Willie Milton

17
Kimberly Putt

19
Victoria Lovell

20
Carol Molyneaux

22
Megan Kane

23
Penny Sorokes

27
Ed VanBrunt

28
Deborah Hall

30
Matt Sage 
DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

10
Larry & Beverly Firth


Ira Katzenstein & Carol Mahoney

18
Leroy & Victoria Lovell

25
Don & Willie Anderson

28
Cliff & Maxine Lucas

30
Bob & Maunie Ketchner
[image: image7.jpg]



[image: image8.jpg]B o

INNKEEPEP;f





Merry Christmas and 

New Year Blessings 

from the Church Staff

Pastor Dan, 

Pastor Millard, 

Bruce, Sue, Bob, Penny, Bonnie, 

Micki and Jerry
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St. Mary of the Angels will once again offer its Community Christmas Dinner on December 25 from 12:30 – 1:30 p.m.   Home deliveries begin at approximately 11:00 a.m. This meal is free and open to the public. For Reservations Call the St. Mary’s rectory at 372-4841 by December 23.  If you need additional information or if you would like to volunteer to help with the dinner, call Jean at 716-474-7402.  Needed items:  Sweet Breads, pre-packaged cookies, individually wrapped candies (hard or soft) and fruit pies (apple, peach, cherry, blueberry, etc. no cream, custard or pumpkin pies please). Cash donations are also welcome.  Please make checks payable to St. Mary of the Angels –note: Christmas Dinner on your check or envelope.
- 2 -
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