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CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES 
2016 GRADS!!
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NICHOLAS SANDERS  will graduate from Olean High School on Saturday, June 25 as the class Salutatorian.  Nick is the son of Brian Sanders and Beth Sanders, and is the grandson of Kay and Glenn Sanders.  Nick’s high school major is biology.  While at OHS, he was the Secretary of the Senior Class, President of the Spanish Club, Captain of the Boy’s Swim Team, Manager of the Girl’s Swim Team, and participated on the Principal’s Advisory Committee and the Boy’s Tennis Team.  Nick plans to complete his major in Biology and move on to a medical school or dental school to become a doctor.  Nick’s goal in life is “to help people the best that I can and make a difference in the lives of many people.”  He quotes Matthew 5:16 in explaining his life purpose:  “In the same way, let your light shine before others so that they may see your good works and give glory to your father who is in heaven.”
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SHAWN CHATMON
is the son of Bruce and Carole Laverty; Donald Miller is Shawn’s grandfather.  Shawn graduated from Florida Internation University in Miami, Florida with a Masters of Education in Higher Education Administration.  Shawn will begin his career on June 6 as the Residence Life Coordinator at Florida Internation University.  He describes his goal in life as helping as many people as possible and trying to make a difference in everyone’s life.   He describes his life purpose with these words:  to know even one life has breathed easier – because you have lived.  This is to have succeeded.
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BECKY PECK graduated on April 27th from the Continental School of Beauty with 100% attendance, receiving her  temporary NYS Cosmetology license. On May 9th Becky took her state written test in Buffalo and on June 6th she will take her state practical exam. Once she passes both tests, she will  have her NYS Cosmetology license. Becky started working at Smartstyle on May 4th.

FATHER’S DAY JUNE 19

Father’s Day is always a special day at Olean First Baptist!  Our Music Minister and Fellowship Committee puts something special together that day and Pastor Dan does as well.  It will be no different this year!  Pastor Dan will be performing a costumed monologue focused on Joshua’s relationship with his “father figure” Moses.

Even more exciting than that, we will have some baptisms to celebrate that day!  Don’t miss Father’s Day 2016 at the First Baptist Church of Olean!
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AN OPPORTUNITY 

TO SHARE IN JUNE

For almost seven decades, One Great Hour of Sharing has made a difference in the lives of people and communities around the world by pooling resources, funds and serving through partnerships.

Gifts given through this special offering empower people in poverty to learn a trade, raise their own food, and grow in faith.  United in Christ, we help to provide access to healthy food, good education, excellent health care, and shelter after devastating storms.  Each time a gift is given a connection is made that builds a bridge or tears down walls.  Each resource shared answers God's call to love our neighbor, because in Christ Jesus, we are one family. Christ's work in the world healed the sick, fed the hungry, and brought hope to communities burdened by challenges.  As the Church, one body in Christ, our call is to carry on in Jesus name.  For as long as one sister or one brother is in need, we all are in need.  We are one.  Please give generously.

[image: image2]We are accepting pictures for our Military Wall of Honor.  If someone in your family or circle of friends is currently serving in a branch of the US Military, please bring a picture (up to 5x7) and address for the bulletin board in the lobby so that we can put a name with a face to offer a more personal prayer for safety and send a card or note of thanks to them.   It is important that we don’t forget those who are allowing us the freedoms that we enjoy every day. 




The Annual Rock City Park Recreation Day, Picnic and Vespers Service will be held by our church on Sunday, June 12.  At 4:00 we will gather to hike around the park or sit around the campfire and enjoy fellowship.  We will enjoy a picnic lunch at 5:30 (bring meat to grill and a dish to pass.  Beverages and table service will be provided.)  At 6:30 we will worship around the campfire together with a devotional led by Pastor Dan.
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JUNE BOARD MEETING SCHEDULE

Sunday, June 12 @ Noon

Board of Christian Missions

Monday, June 13 @ 5:30 pm- Board of 
Christian Education
Tuesday, June 14  @ 6:30 pm – Diaconate
@ 7 pm – Trustees
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VACATION BIBLE CAMP

SCHEDULED FOR 

JUNE 27-JUNE 29
Mark your calendars now and spread the word!  Vacation Bible Camp will run Monday through Wednesday from 8 am – 5 pm with the theme WE BELIEVE! Plan to join our leadership team and bring your kids, grandkids and neighbors for this exciting outreach!
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The Family of God                                    
To Gordon and Mary Ellen Olson and Jim and Penny Sorokes on the loss of Mary Ellen’s brother, David Wetzel, on May 15;   to the family of June Heineman who passed away on May 15.  June’s memorial service was held on May 17; and to the family of the Rev. Nicholas Salios who passed away on May 18 at the age of 90.  Rev.  Salios served as Senior Pastor at Olean FBC from 1965-1970.  His memorial service was held on May 21.
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Congratulations to Don and Jodie Martin on the birth of their grandson, Donald Martin V, on May 13 weighing 8# 8oz. and measuring 21”.  Donnie is the son of Donald P. and Raquel Martin IV and the great-grandson of Don and Willie Anderson.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

MONDAY thru THURSDAY

9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Morning Devotions approximately 9:15 – 10:00

(Note:  There is no secretarial staff on Monday. The pastoral staff’s schedule can sometimes be unpredictable due to visitations, emergencies, etc. If you stop by on Monday and find “nobody home”, we ask for your patience and understanding.  
We will do our best to be here 
during posted office hours.)

*******************************************
Sunday Worship:  9:30 a.m.

Sunday School:  11:00 a.m.
PHONE:  372-5151
FAX: 372-5152

EMAIL:  oleanfbc@verizon.net
WEBSITE: oleanfirstbaptist.com

FACEBOOK:  oleanfirstbaptist
THANK YOU’S

Your continued support of the Miriam Center has been very appreciated and helpful.  During this year, I have been able to see many persons for support counseling and trauma counseling who would otherwise have been left on their own. I have attached a testimony written by a client (below).  I hope you appreciate the difference your prayers and your donation have made in the lives of many.  Sincere thanks….Mary Plonka, Certified EMDR Therapist
“I’ve been working with Mary for close to a year now.  It’s been a long process, with many steps taken and several tears shed.  I face a traumatic past that still affects me today.  Two weeks after giving birth to our first child, I lost my Dad to a drunk driver.  His loss crushed me and led me to a life of drugs and alcohol.  I am not proud of my actions during this time of mourning; however, I am proud of the man I’ve become over the past year.  I made tremendous strides toward facing my trauma.  I thank Mary and the church, not just for the financial support but the emotional and spiritual support as well. I don’t know where I’d be if it wasn’t for the support of you all.  Thank you.”

The Board of Trustees thanks everyone who gave of their time and effort on Spring Clean Up Day!  Much was accomplished and your work is truly appreciated.  There is still much to do, however….weeding, trimming, cleaning. Feel free to pitch in whenever you have a few minutes to give!!
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Pastor Dan will be on the mission trip to Uganda June 27-July 7.  Please contact Pastor Millard or a member of the Diaconate with any spiritual needs during the 





pastor’s absence.
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FBC WOMEN’S MINISTRY NEWS
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The Ladies of First Baptist Church (age 18+) are invited to a Ladies Night Out on Friday, June 10.  We’ll meet at 6 pm at FBC for a Potluck Supper, fellowship, and a fun movie.  Wear your comfy clothes (or pj’s!), bring a dish to share, and come  ‘n relax with us!!

SUMMER BIBLE STUDY
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Dear friends….I’m so excited to tell you about Seamless, my first Bible study with Lifeway. I’m a little bit of an overachiever, so of course for my first study I decided the best thing to do was the entire Bible.    What I wanted to create was a resource for women to sit down and do over seven sessions and develop a great understanding of the entire story of Scripture. We’re going to study this theme that runs all the way from beginning to the end, and hopefully by the end of it you’ll have a better understanding of not just the people of the Bible, but the promises of the Bible, and the places in the Bible. I’m praying that overall, you will have a great sense of who God is and that you’ll be able to see His handwriting in every single story.  I so hope you’ll join me for the study of Seamless beginning June 16.      Xoxo,  Ang
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THURSDAYS, JUNE 16-JULY 28

6:30 PM

OLEAN FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

Books $10; Reservations due by May 31
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During worship on Sunday, July 17, we’ll lift our voices in praise and worship as we enjoy some of our favorite hymns and praise songs.  If you have a song that especially touches you, please let us know on the bulletin insert or by calling the church office so that we can include it in our repertoire that morning.  We’ll do our best to have as many of the requests included as possible but if we can’t sing your song that morning, we’ll try to include it on another summer Sunday.  At 11:30, we’ll enjoy a delicious chicken bbq provided as a fundraiser for our Women’s Ministry here at FBC.  The proceeds will help to cover the costs of the upcoming conference to be held here in October.
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Proverbs 31 Ministries speaker Wendy Pope will be returning on October 7 & 8 to lead a 2-Day Conference based on the theme “Wait and See”.  What are you waiting for? A new job? Physical healing? Marriage or parenthood? Waiting for God to act is difficult, especially if your waiting season has gone on for months or years. Every woman struggles with times of waiting—for a spouse, a child, a job. Wendy will guide attendees to focus on the object of their faith rather than the object of their wait as she draws on the story of King David, who was anointed king nearly 20 years before he took his throne.  The weekend will include fellowship time, devotion, study and workshops with other area female pastors.
Mark your calendar and stay tuned for more details….

you don’t want to miss any 
of these exciting events!! 
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Pastor Dan invites all retirees from FBC to lunch on Monday, June 6, at noon.  Pastor Dan will be BBQ-ing the chicken, hamburgers and hotdogs…..you won’t want to miss this treat! We’ll also enjoy macaroni salad, baked beans, salad and dessert.  He will offer some devotional thoughts as well as an opportunity for food and good fellowship.  Transportation to this event is available for any who need it.  There is no charge but donations will be gratefully accepted.  Sign up on the bulletin insert or call the church office by Thursday, May 28, if you would like to attend…..
Come and bring a friend!!
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FROM THE PASTOR’S HEART….
14 years.  
June 23, 2002 to be exact.  
That was my first Sunday serving in the pulpit of the First Baptist Church or Olean.  My experience followed 9 years as Pastor of the First Baptist Church of Medina, NY; 2 years as the founding pastor of Cornerstone Community Church in Canton, Michigan, 4 years as the Pastor of the Lincolnville Baptist Church, 2 years as the Pastoral Intern at Woodland Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia, PA and 3 years as the Assistant Pastor at the First Baptist Church of North Platte, Nebraska.

I am now 56 years old, so I recently realized that this means that I have spent 25% of my life as your pastor.  Before I moved to Olean the longest I lived anywhere was when I lived in Emporium from 1965 to 1975.  The revival services I participated in there last month brought me full circle there.  I was 15 years old when I left Emporium.  The clock has ticked a few times since then.  But I can’t tell you how rewarding it was to go back “home” to share the benefit of my experience with the church that gave me the benefit of theirs when I was coming of age.


The seeds they planted in me took root and (like the path of all roots) I have been on a meandering pathway since.  I can tell you that I carry a deep sense of gratitude for the formative influence that the church in Emporium had and continues to have on me as a person and on the ministry that I carry forward.  

When I was met my two colleagues, Pastors Jim Bitner and Russel Horning (who also came out of that church and entered the pastoral ministry) for dinner to discuss the revival; someone mentioned “You can take the boy out of the town but you can’t take the town out of the boy.”  Truer words were never spoken.


This was driven home for me recently when Mike and Corinne Hooten made the decision to break ties with our congregation and return to Bradford.  


For the benefit of those of you who haven’t had the opportunity to get to know the Hootens during their 18 months with us, this gifted family came to us after a painful parting with another American Baptist congregation where they spent many years.  The details of their parting are not important to understand in order to understand that they were in pain and they needed a loving church to reaffirm their gifts and to help them to grow back into Kingdom service.


It was an honor for me to serve as a mentor, especially to Mike.  We met often for lunch together and help long conversations over meals and in my office about his dreams, his goals and his plans to make those dreams and goals a reality.  I don’t mind telling you that I entertained some serious thoughts about grooming him for a staff position here.  And Corinne has an unusually strong passion for ministry as well – even as a potential pastor’s spouse.  

A few months ago however, Mike and Corinne came to me in a quandary.  They expressed deep appreciation and gratitude for the opportunities they were afforded here and for the love they experienced among us.  And they indicated that if their children were grown and independent there is nothing they would rather do than invest themselves completely in our church fellowship.  But their kids’ networks of relationships are all in Bradford and they simply weren’t making the connections here that they hoped their children would make.  


Hannah and Faith only have a few years left in high school and (understandably) Mike and Corinne want to make sure that their daughters stay on the right path and grow in their faith during those years.  So they reached the conclusion that they need to return to focusing their ministry in Bradford. They haven’t found a permanent church home yet so please keep them in your prayers.  Their journey is ongoing.  


While they were here they participated in our music ministry (both choir and bell choir as well as the praise team), Mike led a Sunday School class for a while, Corinne taught our teen class and they both served on boards for a few months (Corinne on the CE Board and Mike on the Diaconate).  In addition we were hoping to involve Mike on the worship leader rotation and offer him quarterly preaching assignments to help him to develop his preaching skills.  And we entertained the notion of having Corinne lead a retreat for us.  


Mike preached for us on Memorial Day Weekend and I (and the Diaconate Board) invited him to help lead communion on June 5.  Some have questioned those invitations and from an emotional standpoint I understand why.  I share the sense of disappointment and loss at their departure.  

People come and go in the course of a ministry.  I could write a long list of people who have died, moved to another community or simply transferred to another church.  Unfortunately I could also make a list of people who used to come here who aren’t attending church anywhere that we know of any more.  That is what makes me most sad.


My church invested a lot of money, sweat and tears in me as a youngster.  They loved me and helped me to be the person you called to be your pastor 14 years ago.  25% of my life later I hope you can appreciate that investment as well as the one you made in the lives of people like Mike and Corinne Hooten. 
~Pastor Dan
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SOUL HEALTH

“Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thay soul prospereth” 

III John 2


John is often called the apostle of love.  For his gospel and letters are filled with compassion towards those he was writing to. Here we see his great desire for the physical health and spiritual well- being of a beloved believer by the name of Gaius.


Health is an invaluable mercy; it is never properly valued till it is lost. Day after day I see people who have lost that wonderful gift of health.  As John does here, I wish for, pray for and earnestly desire that they may their health restored.  It is right for us to pray for the health and prosperity of others.  And health is necessary to their prosperity.  


Yet John goes deeper.  He puts soul-prosperity side by side with our physical health.  So this causes me to ask the question, if your physical health was in the same state as your spiritual health how well would you be doing?  I fear I would make many more visits to the hospital than I am now. Picture our bodies made like our souls.  Some would have fever, others paralysis, others leprosy.


Let us thank God that the body is not the invariable index of the soul.  Few would care to have their spiritual condition expressed in their external condition.  Yet, let us look at just few of the things we could see.

I.    A low temperature.



 Luke-warmness is an ill sign.  In business, such a man will make but little way, in 
religion, none 
at all.  This is terrible in the case of a laborer or leader.  This is dangerous in the 
case of a young learner. It was the lukewarm church that made Christ sick to His stomach.



If you see the things of Lord as just ok, but not really all that important in your day to 

day life then you have a low temperature.

II.   Harding of the arteries



Those times that we become so unconcerned about others.  If we do not love the 
brethren there is something wrong with us.  “If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he 
is a liar; for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he 
hath not seen?” (I John 4:20) John goes on “But whosoever hath this world's good, and seeth his brother in need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of 
God in Him?” (I John 3:17)



We live in a hard hearted world that tells us it is all about “me and mine”.  But God 
looks upon it as an evil to be repented of….  as a disease to be cured.

III.  A failing appetite – malnutrition



No desire to feed upon the Word of God.  This soon leads to lack of all spiritual strength.  
You are no longer able to stand in the day of battle or to ward off the attacks of the devil.



I have often talked with people in the hospital who had a meal tray in front of them but 
had no desire to eat.  I would often tell them that they most look at that food just as they would 
a bottle of pills.  They must be taken to get well.  So to there may be times that we must force 
feed ourselves the Word .  If that is what it takes, so be it.  It is the only way to healing.



For apart from feeding upon the Word we will not have the faith to claim the victory.  
“So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” (Rom. 10:17) This may be 
by personal study or listening to godly men teach by way of the radio.  In whatever form you 
must get the Word into your heart.

IV. Cataracts – eyes that will not see



Solomon wrote “Where there is no vision, the people perish” (Prov. 29:18) If we loose 
sight of a lost and dying world we are in need of eye surgery.   For the whole purpose of 
Christ's coming was to “seek and to save that which is lost”. We must have a clear vision that 
each person we come into contact with is going to spend eternity either in heaven or hell.  And 
we have been given a great commission to tell them the good news of the gospel. That they may 
have the free gift of salvation by faith.



I could go on and tell of diseases of the mind, tongue, hands and feet.  But I believe that 
you see the need for a healthy soul as well as a healthy body.

V.  Ways to recover

1. Seek good food.  Hear the gospel preached. Study the Word.  Be faithful in your devotions. It may be a single verse that will begin to bring the healing that you need.

2. Breathe freely.  Spend much time in prayer.  Allow the Holy Spirit to lead you and teach in prayer.

3. Exercise yourself unto godliness.  Be active, labor for the Lord.  Find that job that needs to be done and do it.

4. Live by the sea .  Dwell near the all-sufficiency of our Lord and Savior.  Trusting Him to meet each need of each day as follow on.

     So may I echo that same prayer. May each of you have good health but may you also have great Soul health as well.                   ~Pastor Millard
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‘HIS’ STORY IS STILL THE BEST
My “book review” for this month is actually for a book in progress. When Proverbs 31 speaker Wendy Pope came to OFBC last year, I was one of several in attendance who picked up “The One Year Chronological Bible” she recommended. It is arranged into a devotional for the whole year, so I started mine January 1 and have been faithfully reading each day.

As anyone who has ever read through other versions can attest, there are some books, chapters and verses that are not only difficult to get through, but to digest. I think that’s why some say, “I only read the New Testament.”

Before starting this journey, I expressly asked the Holy Spirit’s guidance for an understanding as I knew there would be stumbling blocks. My tendency would be, as before, to gloss over the hard parts or to skip pages. But I wanted the full experience. One of the things I do to prevent the above is to read aloud. I try to pronounce every name, town and “ite” that appears. 

Levitical laws provide some of those blockages with all the slaughter of animals and burning them on the altar. But this time I noted something as I grimaced my way through, thinking about innocent lambs and too many rules, having raised sheep. Each time I encountered these images, I’d picture Jesus—an innocent who was also bloodied and slain. I think I really made a connection on how His one sacrifice for sin was so great, it atoned for all. Somehow the significance of the earlier sacrifices pointed to this and impacted me.

As I read countless names in the genealogy lists and which tribes were assigned what tasks, instead of being tempted to skim, I pondered God’s desire to show us every person and their family line is important as well as their work and purpose.

I also am trying to comprehend things I might have considered “unfair” of God in previous reads. One is when Uzzah was struck down while carrying the ark (2 Sam. 6:7). I’d always thought, “But he was trying God specifically instructed Moses and Aaron and others to transport it. Sometimes these things I've considered unfair were results of direct disobedience or not revering a holy God. I saw, this time, God’s Word is also given to instruct us in what not to do.

There are some chapters in 2 Samuel that parallel accounts in 1 Chronicles, and while almost identical, they appear together on specific day readings. Instead of getting annoyed at the repetition, I consider their importance as God inspired them to be written not once, but twice. It also reminds me of how we tend to pay attention when Jesus, much later, says something more than once!

The stories of biblical characters are also parceled out into smaller readings in this book. It took a couple weeks or more to get through the full story of David’s journey to the throne. A few of his psalms make up one reading. 

The Chronological Bible isn’t exactly “bite-sized” whereby many devotionals have a couple paragraphs or a page, but the 3-4 page entries allow opportunities to meditate not only on specific passages, but the context and timing of each event.

My 2016 journey through this book (a NLT translation by Tyndale House) is, indeed, “a lamp for my feet…a light for my path” (Psalm 119:105). I’d be happy to lend it in 2017. —Reviewed by Deb Wuethrich
EYEGLASSES FOR HAITI
One of the most appreciated services at the Cap Haitien Eye Center is the provision of eyeglasses at a very nominal cost.  For every person needing surgery, there are literally hundreds more who need eyeglasses.  Patients include children and young people in school, as well as their mothers and fathers who have to hold reading material at arm’s length or have difficulty threading a needle.  Almost all of the seniors need some reading assistance or visual aid.  

All of the  eyeglasses are used, recycled eyeglasses provided by friends, churches, women’s groups and organizations.  Any eyeglasses (single or bifocal) that are UNBROKEN and in good enough condition to be used as they are can be donated.  Sunglasses, half-glasses or lenses without frames are not needed.   Glasses are cleaned, the prescription is read by a computer, and the glasses are catalogued until they are ready to be used.  After a patient is examined and glasses are prescribed, an effort is made to match up their prescription with one of the ones on hand.  With a large collection and with new ones added monthly, a large percentage of the patients are supplied with eyeglasses.  They may not get their choice of frames, but they do see much better.

A donation box is available on the mission cabinet in the church lobby.  Your donations are appreciated.
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INFORMATION AND ARTICLES FOR THEJULY/AUGUST EDITION OF

AT FIRST BAPTIST

ARE DUE TO THE

CHURCH OFFICE BY 

THURSDAY, JUNE 16.

THE NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE WILL MEET ON

TUESDAY, JUNE 28, @ 1 PM 

TO PREPARE THE NEWSLETTER FOR MAILING
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3
Larry Selph III

4
Hilary Faulds Mason

5
James Walker

7
June Wallace

9
Bob Faulds

13
Deb Wuethrich

15
Jason Peck

20
Becky Peck


Catriona Nolan

22
Matthew Ketchner

23
Valerie Nolan

25
Donny Martin IV

28
Bonnie Kettle
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6
Mike & Sandy Schultz

8
Randy & Carrie Samuelson

17
Lenny & Brenda Brown

23
Bob & Sheila Faulds

27
Mike & Valerie Kane
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                                                                                                                 Do we have your Birthday?...

Anniversary?......

Current Address?....

Phone Number ?....

Email address?

              Please contact the church office at 

                   372-5151or oleanfbc@verizon.net 



                to provide updated information
- 2 -
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[image: image30.jpg]It took me along time to understand
what it means to forgive someone. |
always wondered how I could forgive
someone who chose to hurt me? But
after alot of soul searching, I realized
that forgiveness isn”t about accepting
or excusing their behavior... it’s about
letting it go and preventing their

‘ ihehavior from destroying my heart.
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