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CLEAN UP



MAY 2016  “Striving to be the Church of Jesus Christ Where Every Member is a Minister”


AT  FIRST  BAPTIST
     
	DAN MCDOWELL

Senior Pastor
	
	MILLARD COOK

Asst. Pastor Senior/Adult Ministries



	SUE NEELY VANBRUNT

Minister of Music
	
	BRUCE LAVERTY

Director of Family Ministries

	
	
	

	ROBERT FAULDS

Organist

	
	MICKI ELLIS

Audio Visual Specialist 


	PENNY SOROKES

Church Secretary

	
	BONNIE KETTLE

Financial Secretary

	
	
	 GERALD NUTT

Custodian 
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Our Board of Trustees is asking all of those who would like to offer some of their time and talents to help with our annual property and facilities clean-up.  “Clean-Up Day” is Saturday, May 7 and work will begin at or around 9AM.  Matt Sage will be coordinating the efforts that day so please see Matt when you arrive and let him know what you are willing and able to do.  In the event of inclement weather, we will work indoors.  If the weather cooperates, we’ll have teams working both indoors and outdoors.  There is a lot of work to be done so we need a large number of volunteers.  NOTE:  Even if you cannot do manual labor, you might be able to help with delivering drinks or arranging food or getting tools or the like, so don’t assume you can’t help!  Hope to see you on the 7th!! 
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Memorial Day is a time to remember and honor military personnel who died in the service of our country, particularly 
those who died in battle or as a result of wounds sustained in battle.  The first “Decoration Day” was celebrated on May 30, 1868 at Arlington Cemetery.  

Join with us on Sunday, May 29, as we honor the brave men and women from our country who have given the ultimate sacrifice for our freedoms.   We will also be remembering our church family members who have gone home to be with the Lord through the dedication of our memorial gifts.

MOTHER’S DAY MAY 8
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Mother’s Day is always a special occasion at First Baptist and this year is no exception!  The Christian Education board has gifts for all our moms and Pastor Dan will bring a distinctly appropriate message from Exodus 2: 1-8 titled “The Power of a Godly Mother.” In addition to all that, a group of our men will prepare an extraordinary fellowship hour!  Invite your Moms and daughters (and all the Moms and daughters you know) and enjoy this wonderful opportunity!
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MAY BOARD MEETING SCHEDULE

Monday, May 9 @ 5:30 pm- Board of 
Christian Education
Tuesday, May 10  @ 6:30 pm – Diaconate
@ 7 pm – Trustees
Sunday, May 15 @ Noon

Board of Christian Missions

Sunday, May 22 @ 10:30 am – Advisory Council

(brief mtg to approve 2016 memorial requests)
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The Family of God                                    
We extend our Love and Sympathy to  Lynn Brown, Mike and Lori Funden and their extended families on the passing of Lynn’s husband, Art Brown, on

March 31.  Art served at FBC as an usher for many years.
2016 GRADUATES

It’s almost graduation time again!  If you have a high school or college grad in your family this year, please let us know in the office by May 12 so we can make sure to include them in our graduation recognitions. Green Graduation Information sheets are available in the information rack near the front entrance. 


[image: image3]We are accepting pictures for our Military Wall of Honor.  If someone in your family or circle of friends is currently serving in a branch of the US Military, please bring a picture (up to 5x7) and address for the bulletin board in the lobby so that we can put a name with a face to offer a more personal prayer for safety and send a card or note of thanks to them.   It is important that we don’t forget those who are allowing us the freedoms that we enjoy every day. 
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CONGRATULATIONS!!!

The Olean City School District Athletic Department recently announced their Scholar Athletes from the winter season. These outstanding athletes have sustained an average of 90 or above for the last six semesters, and have been chosen by the Section VI office in Buffalo.  Nick Sanders was named the winner from the swimming and diving team.  Congratulations, Nick!

  
Do we have your Birthday?...

Anniversary?......Current Address?....

Phone Number ?....Email address?

Please contact the church office at 
372-5151or oleanfbc@verizon.net 
to provide updated information.

                  THANK YOU’S
The family of Arthur J. Brown, Jr. would like to thank everyone who sent support and condolences through prayer, a card, phone call, dropping off food,
or attending the funeral home.  We all take comfort from the outpouring of sympathy extended to us and the loving memories we have of him.  Also, an extra "thank you" to those who put on the wonderful luncheon for us after the funeral services.

The Brown, Kintner, Whitmarsh,
and Funden families
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Pastor Dan will be on vacation May 3-5 and over the Memorial Day weekend.  Please contact Pastor Millard or a member of the Diaconate with any spiritual needs during the pastor’s absence.
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BLANKET THE WORLD 

WITH LOVE
You will be given the opportunity contribute to Church World Service Blankets. Comfort in times of crisis.  Contributions to CWS blankets mean Church World Service will be ready to help families around the world recover from disasters and displacement, and built viable, sustainable lives and communities.   And here in the U.S., CWS Blankets provide comfort in many communities hit by disaster, and in shelters or agencies assisting those experiencing hard time. 

Please consider contributing to this worthwhile project and helping to comfort others in their times of crisis.    May 8 and 15 have been designated as Blanket Sundays at Olean First Baptist.  Someone will be at the receptionist’s desk in the lounge following worship each of those Sundays to receive your contributions.         -Board of Christian Mission
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AN OPPORTUNITY 

TO SHARE IN JUNE

For almost seven decades, One Great Hour of Sharing has made a difference in the lives of people and communities around the world by pooling resources, funds and serving through partnerships.

Gifts given through this special offering empower people in poverty to learn a trade, raise their own food, and grow in faith.  United in Christ, we help to provide access to healthy food, good education, excellent health care, and shelter after devastating storms.  Each time a gift is given a connection is made that builds a bridge or tears down walls.  Each resource shared answers God's call to love our neighbor, because in Christ Jesus, we are one family. Christ's work in the world healed the sick, fed the hungry, and brought hope to communities burdened by challenges.  As the Church, one body in Christ, our call is to carry on in Jesus name.  For as long as one sister or one brother is in need, we all are in need.

We are one.  Please give generously.

SAVE THOSE STAMPS!!

The Alliance Stamp Ministries of Florida is asking for help collecting cancelled postage stamps.  They re-sell the stamps that are attached to envelopes – cut 1/4 - 1/3” around the stamp.  With the proceeds, they write and print inter-denominational Sunday School materials to be distributed in 13 Latin American countries.  
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Mission stations also need Betty Crocker “Box Tops for Education” and Campbell company bar codes with their icon and/or coupon for points.  These coupons are redeemed for many needed items.  Cut them out on the dotted line and put them and the cancelled postage stamps in the collection box on the entrance table in the lobby. 
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GIVING STATEMENTS -- Our church financial secretary, Bonnie Kettle, recently issued giving statements for the first quarter of 2016.  If you haven’t received your statement, please contact Bonnie and she will get you your summary.  Is your pledge up-to-date?
[image: image4.jpg]



VACATION BIBLE CAMP

SCHEDULED FOR 

JUNE 27-JUNE 29
Mark your calendars now and spread the word!  Vacation Bible Camp will run Monday through Wednesday from 8 am – 5 pm with the theme WE BELIEVE! Plan to join our leadership team and bring your kids, grandkids and neighbors for this exciting outreach!
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Operation Christmas Child demonstrates God's love to children in need worldwide by delivering gift-filled shoeboxes and the good news of Jesus Christ!

During the months of April and May at FBC, we'll be collecting toys and misc. items for OCC shoeboxes for boys and girls (ages 2-4). Some suggestions: sunglasses, rubber ducky, socks, flip flops, stickers, sticker books, small dolls, doll bottles, puzzles, etc.) 
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BOLDNESS AT THE THRONE

“Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in the time need” (Heb. 4:16)


Two of the greatest essentials in the Christian life are prayer and Bible study.  For a Christian prayer must hold a vital place of importance. It is through prayer that we find our strength, happiness, growth and usefulness. We are commanded to “Pray without ceasing”(I Thess. 5:17) Our text is one of the sweetest invitations to prayer.

I.  Here is Our Great Resort Described - “The throne of grace”


Once this was called “the mercy seat” but now it is “the throne”. For as we draw near we come to our God as King; with reverence, confidence and submission. And as King of the all things He is able give as only a king can. Therefore, we are able to ask largely and expectantly for He has the riches of grace and power.


We come to the King who sits upon the “throne of grace”.  It is His desire and design to pour out His grace upon all that will come to the throne. “We have not because we ask not”(James 4:2). So as we realize how desperately we need His grace for each and every day let us run to the throne of grace. Oh, the privilege of having an audience with the King of Grace.

II.  Here is Our Loving Exhortation - “Let us come.”


It is an invitation from Paul, a man like ourselves, but as an experienced believer one who knew the value and power of prayer.  Those who are much in prayer wonder why others can so easily neglect all that is at their fingertips.  All of the blessings, power and guidance available if we but come.


It is an invitation from the Spirit. For Paul is writing under the Spirits inspiration and control.  We are told that even when we do not know what or how to pray the Spirit makes intercession for us (Rom.8:26). So often I have hear people say they do not know how to pray.  Do you know how to talk to a friend and loved one? Then you know how to pray.  Come to the throne and allow the Spirit guide you as you pour your heart out to God.

III.  Here is a Qualifying Adverb - “Let us come boldly.”


Not proudly, presumptuously, nor with the tone of demand, for it is the throne.  Yet boldly for it is the throne of GRACE.


By this adverb, boldly, it means we may come constantly, at all times.  That we may come unreservedly, with all sorts of petitions. That we may come freely, with simple words.  That we may come hopefully, with full confidence of being heard.  That we may come fervently, with importunity of pleading.

IV.  Here is a Reason Given For Boldness - “Let us therefore come.”


“That we may obtain mercy, and find grace.” Not that we may utter good words, but actually obtain a blessing.   Are you in need of mercy? Are you in need of grace?  Then come to the throne.  Though we are undeserving sinners we are invited to come and receive mercy and grace.


The great reason for our boldness in Jesus.  He once was slain, and the mercy-seat was sprinkled with His blood.  He is risen and has justified us by His righteousness.  He has ascended and taken possession of all covenant blessings on our behalf. He is sympathetic, tender, and loving so we must be heard.


So as we pounder these thoughts and recognize our privilege the let us come:



when we are sinful, to find mercy



when we are weak, to find help



when we are tempted, to find grace.

~Pastor Millard
Christian One-Liners
Some people are kind, polite, and sweet-spirited
Until you try to sit in their pews.

*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+

Many folks want to serve God,

But only as advisers.

*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+

The good Lord didn’t create anything 

Without a purpose,

But mosquitoes come close.

*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+

When you get to your wit’s end,

You’ll find God lives there.
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*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+

Quit griping about your church;

If it were perfect, you couldn’t belong.

[image: image21.jpg]& F
Giving Stdtement




FROM THE PASTOR’S HEART….
   May is a special month for me for two primary reasons.  It is the month of my wedding anniversary (and this anniversary is our 35th!)  So I hit the jackpot in May and I never want to forget it.


The other reason May is special to me is that Memorial Day weekend has always been “Family Reunion weekend” for the McDowell clan.  My dad was one of 8 children born to my grandparents and by the time I was knee high his family had outgrown the accommodations my grandparents could offer us for family gatherings.  So we started going on camping trips together.  Those gatherings became one of the highlights of my year.  I always loved seeing my aunts, uncles and cousins.


We would play softball, volleyball, miniature golf, card games, do arts and crafts and (of course) eat way too much!  Every meal was like a smorgasbord.  We had one primary “reunion” meal together on Saturday afternoon where everyone brought their best dish to share in a pot-luck arrangement.  You can always count on Aunt Melba’s sweet rolls, Aunt Grace’s strawberry Jello salad and other regular delicacies.  


But even outside of that reunion meal; as a kid I could go inspect what each relative was making at their separate campsites and invite myself if I found something tempting!  What’s not to like in that arrangement?!


Oh, there was always some kind of interpersonal drama that took place every year.  You couldn’t get that many people together for a 4-day weekend without some drama occurring, but we all learned to overlook it.  It was too important that we spend time together especially after we began to scatter around the country.  My cousins come home for this event from places as far away as California, Georgia, New Mexico, Tennessee and Wisconsin.


But gradually the whole event evolved into something different.  As my family and my cousins started their own families and then their children started having children, the reunion became more of a conglomeration of reunions.  Each individual family went to its own separate corner except for the one big reunion dinner I mentioned above.  


Meanwhile fewer of us were interested in camping (perhaps our backs couldn’t take sleeping on the ground anymore) so we started seeking places that offered cabins as well as camp sites.  This separated us even further and it raised the cost factor.  Eventually my family lost interest in attending.


We still love our extended family and when events like weddings and funerals occur we make every effort to attend.  We even consider dropping in on the afternoon of the big reunion meal when everyone is together but we found that we could do something more meaningful for us that weekend by going our own separate way.


Don’t you think the same dynamic happens in churches?  Consider what holds us together as a church family.  When this church was formed back in the early 19th century the primary motive was for people who were committed to Baptist theology and polity (strict adherence to biblical teachings, open communion, less formal liturgy, priesthood of all believers, autonomy of the local church, etc.)


As time moved forward communities became more established and denominations began cooperating more and more with one another. People became less intimidated by doctrinal differences and more comfortable moving in circles where they may not agree completely with every belief touted by a church.  Relatively few Catholics go to confession these days for example and many Baptist churches (including ours) allow people into membership who have not been baptized by immersion as a believer – even though that is a key characteristic of our denominational teachings.


We open our umbrella to be more inclusive and to emphasize the things we believe to be of critical importance and to show consideration to those who may come from a different understanding or have different experiences from our own.


But as we do so, if we aren’t careful it may cause us to pull away from one another.  When people of good conscience disagree on some matters we can either discuss those things (civilly one would hope) or we can avoid the subject and ignore things that may incite passions in one another.  


In the life of a church, passion is not a bad thing.  In fact, it is an essential thing!  If we don’t passionately believe in things, how motivated will we be to act on them?  The key then becomes how we act on those passions.  This is especially true during an election year in our country.


I am deeply disturbed by things happening in our country and around the world.  And I don’t want to avoid discussing those things with people because they are important.  On the other hand, I don’t believe Jesus would give in to fist-shaking, verbal bomb-throwing arguments that show little love and compassion for one another.  I would like to think the body of Christ can rise above such things to be salt and light in a very dark world.

  ( ...Continued…
)





 

Last fall I share with you a calling that I was sensing from the Lord to travel to Uganda with Cari Matejka to explore opportunities for our congregation to better support the work that is being done there.


For several years now Cari has gone to the Bethlehem Parents School and Orphanage (BPS) under the auspices of Embrace It Africa (EIA), an organization begun by students and alumni of St. Bonaventure University.  Many of us have followed her adventures there on Facebook and some of us have even sponsored students there.  


EIA has been investigating ways to make the BPS organization more self-supporting with a goal of improving the quality of life for everyone attached to it.  “Pig Projects” (giving people pigs to raise and breed to provide income streams) is one approach to this.  EIA also launched a teacher sponsorship program to attract higher quality educators and to help them complete their educations.  


Our Board of Christian Missions has been considering the sponsorship of a teacher and I am personally going to do so starting this fall.  A teacher can be sponsored for $90.00 per month.  Primary students can be sponsored for less than $20 per month and secondary students for less than $70 per month.  As I said, I know that some of you are already doing this above and beyond your tithe to our church.


I am thrilled about your generosity in this regard!  My feeling is that for things to come together in a more stable way for BPS, they need to have more organizational support.  This is support that they will be able to count on year in and year out regardless of any individual’s personal circumstances.  So the question is this:  Is the work being done in Uganda something that First Baptist Church of Olean should make part of our annual mission support?


Here is where a curveball has come our way.  I have mentioned BPS and EIA but I have not yet mentioned the founder of BPS, “Pastor Fred”.  Cari describes him as a dynamic individual who is having a tremendous impact not only on BPS but on that entire region of Uganda.  He has formed an organization called “One Love” that seems to be pulling churches together across denominational lines to more effectively meet needs and share the gospel with the lost.


Upon Cari’s return from Uganda last February she shared Pastor Fred’s excitement about my involvement in the next trip and his desire to utilize me in a series of large meetings and evangelistic services in the greater Kampala area.  We will still visit BPS but our focus will be much broader than that if we follow Pastor Fred’s current plan.  When this became apparent several people who originally indicated interest in this trip could not see where they fit in to it so they lost interest.


My philosophy on mission trips is this:  We go to serve.  Therefore what our hosts desire is of paramount importance.  We need to put our agendas and time schedules aside and dedicate ourselves to the agenda our hosts have in mind.  I have heard nightmare stories about mission teams going abroad with selfish attitudes that do more damage than good.  I never want to be found guilty of that.


That being said, it seems to me that last fall when I talked about what God has put on my heart about this endeavor, I represented it as something different than what it has become.  Since you have an investment in the 11 days I will spend in Uganda, I want to be transparent about what I am going to be doing there.  


Some of it is still uncertain.  I am communicating to Pastor Fred about my need to explore the ways that our church can be more effectively invested in the work being done in Uganda and I feel confident that he will honor that desire.  I know that we will visit BPS for at least a day or so but I don’t know where my other travels will take me and Cari.


Jodie Martin is also praying about her role in this journey.  She is still actively participating in the fund raising efforts and team meetings but (unlike Cari and me) she has not purchased a plane ticket yet.  Her family situation is largely responsible for that and she has not yet found a clear sense of peace about what God is leading her to do.  So please pray for Jodie as she seeks God’s voice in this matter.


At this point any donations we receive toward this trip will go solely toward ministry projects in Uganda.  Cari indicates that opportunities always arise that call for financing.  At this point we don’t know what those will be but we will report on it when we return.


We will also be posting items that you can donate toward this trip.  We will each have one suitcase that we can dedicate to the carrying of donations as long as they don’t exceed 50 lbs.  


I am cognizant of the fact that my Pakistan trip (which was originally scheduled for last fall) and my recent vacation time have crowded this Africa trip and taken me out of the pulpit far more often than I want to be.  I am grateful for your understanding and your support for the work God has put in front of me.  I hope that you will trust me when I say it is not because I don’t want to be here!  I cherish the time I spend with you every week.  Please pray for Cari and me!
   
      ~Pastor Dan
MEMBERSHIP STATUS
According to our Church By-Laws (see below), there are three classifications of membership at Olean First Baptist: Active, Associate, Non-Voting.   Based on worship attendance records, the Church Clerk is responsible for notifying the Diaconate annually on the status of members who do not qualify as “Active Members”.  The Diaconate then contacts those members (via letter) to make them aware that they may be placed on the “Non-Voting Member” list.  Caregivers do make an effort to contact these folks and try to return them to full membership status; however we don’t always have current addresses and contact information which can make it difficult (if not impossible) to reach them.  If you or someone in your family have not been attending worship regularly, aren’t involved in serving the church, and aren’t giving to our local and wider mission effort, then you may receive a letter from the Diaconate in the next few months.  This DOES NOT mean that you are no longer a member at Olean First Baptist Church.  Until you ask to have your membership moved or terminated, you will ALWAYS be a member here….you will simply be moved from an Active Member status to a Non-Voting Member status.  You can reactivate your Active Membership status at ANY TIME by simply fulfilling the requirements of an Active Member and notifying the Diaconate that you would like to be returned to full membership.
MEMBERSHIP  (Olean First Baptist By-Laws)
B.  STATUS


1.  Active Member



An Active Member is one who is faithful in living out the spirit of the church covenant, regularly attending church services and activities (time), serving according to one’s talent and ability (talent), and contributing to its local and wider mission (treasure).



2.  Associate Members


If there are those who do not wish to transfer membership from their home church, they may participate as non-voting members of FBC/Olean for an indeterminate period of time by coming forward during worship at the time of invitation, and subsequent recommendation of the Diaconate and the Pastor.

3.  Non-Voting Member

A Non-Voting Member is one who fails to lend support through time, talent or treasure for an extended period (at least one year), and will by action of and notification by the Diaconate be place on a Non-Voting List.  The Diaconate will make an active effort to return the Non-Voting member to full fellowship, which may occur at any time on recommendation of the Diaconate.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

MONDAY thru THURSDAY

9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Morning Devotions approximately 9:15 – 10:00

(Note:  There is no secretarial staff on Monday. The pastoral staff’s schedule can sometimes be unpredictable due to visitations, emergencies, etc. If you stop by on Monday and find “nobody home”, we ask for your patience and understanding.  
We will do our best to be here 
during posted office hours.)

*******************************************
Sunday Worship:  9:30 a.m.

Sunday School:  11:00 a.m.
*******************************************
PHONE:  372-5151
FAX: 372-5152

EMAIL:  oleanfbc@verizon.net
WEBSITE: oleanfirstbaptist.com

FACEBOOK:  oleanfirstbaptist
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FBC WOMEN’S MINISTRY

Upcoming Events in 2016
· Ladies’ Night Out – 

                   Potluck Supper and a movie
· Chicken Barbeque Fundraiser
· Fall Tea Party/White Cross Bandage Rolling 
· Third Annual Ladies Christmas Party 
           Stay tuned for dates/times!!
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MAY BIRTHDAYS
2
Terry Schnell


Sue Neely VanBrunt

3
Josh Rosel

4
Frank Sherry

6
Larry Selph II

7
Bev Firth


Nick Sanders

9
Sue Keim


Nancy Taylor

10 
Mary Anne Kirkpatrick


Jim Sorokes

11
Gwen Tyler

12
Mike Schultz

13
Kevin Thurston

19
Vi Eddy


Don Swisher

21
Paul Cummings

23
Nan Torrey

24
Faith Boyce

25
Jonah Rosel

26
Pat Collins

27
Carrie Samuelson


Helen Smith


Abigail Rust

28
Diane Buckley

30 
Jerry Nutt Jr.
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THE 
NATIONAL  DAY  OF  PRAYER  CEREMONY
WILL BE HELD AT
6 PM ON
THURSDAY, MAY 5,
IN LINCOLN PARK
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MAY ANNIVERSARIES

2
Jim & Elaine Rockey

3
Brad & Liz Mitchell

15
Larry & Darlene Selph

16
Larry & Carol Nenno

            Jim & Penny Sorokes (35)
21
Jerry & Vivian Reynolds
            Francis & Becky Peck
27
Mike & Lori Funden

29
Dan & Terri McDowell (35)
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INFORMATION AND ARTICLES FOR THE

JUNE EDITION OF

AT FIRST BAPTIST

ARE DUE TO THE

CHURCH OFFICE BY 
THURSDAY, MAY 12.

THE NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE

WILL MEET ON
TUESDAY, MAY 24, @ 1 PM 

TO PREPARE THE NEWSLETTER
FOR MAILING

- 8 -
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